ГБУ ДППО ЦПКС «ИМЦ» Василеостровского района Санкт-Петербурга
Мониторинг  уровня обученности учащихся 10 класса по предмету «Английский язык»

Read the text. Then do Exercise 1.
The world’s tallest building officially opened on 4 January 2010 with a dramatic fireworks ceremony in Dubai. The Burj Khalifa, standing at an amazing 828 metres, high is by far taller than any skyscraper or structure built before it. Although it is not completed on the inside, it is officially open for the public by Dubai's ruler, Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
Construction of the ‘Burj Khalifa’ began in 2004 and, five years later, all 160 floors of the structure were completed. The building has a mind-boggling 28,000 glass panels and more than 500,000 square metres of office space spread across 47 floors. The tower also has the world’s highest observation deck, the highest mosque (on the158th floor) and the highest swimming pool (on the 76th floor). Because the size of the building is so tremendous, it has 57 different lifts to accommodate people. At the foot of the tower, there is a 300 metre fountain which is also the world’s tallest performing fountain. Before the Burj Khalifa was completed, the tallest building was the Taipei 101 in Taiwan, standing at 508 metres tall. The difference between the two is more than 300 metres.  The tallest building in America is Willis Tower in Chicago standing at 442 metres tall.  The Burj Khalifa is almost twice as tall! The top of the tower can be seen from 95 kilometres away! Just imagine, if the tower were built in Athens, you would be able to see it from Corinth! 
The design of the Burj Khalifa uses a lot of ideas from traditional Islamic architecture and the open petals of a desert flower were the inspiration for the base of the tower. There are 1,044 luxury apartments, 49 floors of offices and, in the future, a 160-room Armani hotel. About 12,000 people are expected to live and work in the tower.
Building such a tall skyscraper was not an easy task by any means. There were a lot of technical challenges that the architects and engineers had to overcome. Bill Baker, the tower’s structural engineer, said they hadn’t been sure how high they could go and that they learned a lot as they went along. His job was very important, as he was responsible for the stability of the building. There were a lot of things the architects and engineers had to consider when building the tower. Obviously, building something so tall is very challenging, but the height of the tower was not the only thing they had to worry about. Dubai is also known for being very windy and the surface under the tower moves a bit.  Mohamed Ali Alabbar said that the tower had been hit by lightning twice, an earthquake in Iran shook the land in Dubai and they have experienced all types of strong winds.  None of these phenomena have affected the building.
Besides engineering difficulties, the tower also faced economic ones. In 2004, the economy of Dubai was doing very well. However, a few years later, the crisis that hit countries worldwide also hit Dubai. There was a problem of finding enough money to complete the project. Abu Dhabi, a neighbouring and rich country, gave Dubai 8 billion euro to help their economy. The name of the tower was supposed to be Burj Dubai, but as a sign of appreciation it was changed and named after the leader of Dubai, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed. 

Exercise 1 Write true (T), false (F), or not stated (NS) if the answer isn’t in the text. 
1 The Burj Khalifa was completed on 4 January 2010.  
2 Over half a million square metres will be used for offices. 
3 The Willis Tower is the third tallest building in the world.
4 The tower holds several world records.
5 The engineers working on the tower had a very clear picture of what it would look 
like before they would finish building it. 
6 Besides the environment, the tower also faced financial problems before its completion. 
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2. Read the text below. Use the words given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to find a word that fits in the gap in the same line.
Igor Ivanovich Sikorsky
	1. 
	Although Igor Ivanovich Sikorsky wasn’t the …………….   of the
	IINVENT

	2. 
	helicopter, the …………….. of his contribution to its development is not in doubt.
	IMPORTANT

	3. 
	Apparently, thousands of years ago, the Chinese ………. with
	PLAY

	4. 
	…………..  toys that could fly into the air, and even do Vinci
	WOOD

	5. 
	drew plans for a helicopter. However, at that time, it was ……….  to build a real one.
	POSSIBLE

	6. 
	In the early 20th century, science became  …………. advanced enough and Sikorsky was the scientist who made the successful helicopter a reality.
	TECHNOLOGY

	7. 
	As a child Sikorsky …………….. by his mother, a doctor, and his 
	ENCOURAGE

	8. 
	father, a ……………., to view science
	PSYCHOLOGY

	9. 
	as a series of connected ……………. . Today, all modern 
	DISCOVER

	10. 
	helicopters are based on his …………….. designs. 
	REVOLUTION
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3 A Rewrite the sentences in reported speech.
1 “Judy is visiting the doctor tomorrow.”
John told me _________________________________________________.
2 “They were recording their new album.”
Paul said they 
____________________________________________________________.
3 “Have you ever been deep-sea diving?”
Janice ______________________________________________________.
4 “I will drive you to the airport tomorrow.”
Mum _______________________________________________________.
5 “Do you surf the Internet at home?”
Olga ________________________________________________________.
6 “Wash the dishes!”
Mum told me __________________________________________________.
3 B Rewrite these sentences in the passive.  
1 Iris had shown me the new offices.
___________________________________________________________________
2 The software can help you with your work.
___________________________________________________________________
3 The reporters are going to inform the public about the floods.
___________________________________________________________________
4 Sam hasn’t set up their network yet.
___________________________________________________________________
5 They had given Monica a job as a computer programmer.
___________________________________________________________________
6 The Academy gave the award to the actor.
___________________________________________________________________
7 No one has ever seen a live giant squid. 
___________________________________________________________________

